Thanksgiving
Devotionals

The short devotionals on the following pages are appropriate for use anytime during the year, 
but they are especially appropriate at Thanksgiving.

Each devotional, of course, may be modified as desired.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions
regarding these devotionals or other Seminary-related activities and ideas.

Additional ideas, samples, suggestions,
activities, and resource materials 
(including an electronic copy of this file)
are available online at www.KenAlford.com
Please contact me if you would like to periodically receive
free email messages on Seminary-related topics.

Best wishes,

Ken Alford

Scripture Mastery Resources!
www.KenAlford.com
Devotional 1

“Be Grateful”

Hymn

Scripture

“In every thing give thanks…”

– 1 Thessalonians 5:18

On 12 November 2000, President Hinckley spoke to the youth of the church. He entitled his talk “A Prophet's Counsel and Prayer for Youth.” In that great talk, President Hinckley identified six “Be’s” for finding success in this life, and his first “Be” was “Be Grateful.” He said:

“There are two little words in the English language that perhaps mean more than all others. They are "thank you."…

“The habit of saying thank you is the mark of an educated man or woman. With whom is the Lord displeased? He names "those who confess not his hand in all things" (D&C 59:21). That is, those who walk without grateful expression. Walk with gratitude in your hearts, my dear friends. Be thankful for the wonderful blessings which are yours. Be grateful for the tremendous opportunities that you have. Be thankful to your parents, who care so very much about you and who have worked so very hard to provide for you. Let them know that you are grateful. Say thank you to your mother and your father. Say thank you to your friends. Say thank you to your teachers. Express appreciation to everyone who does you a favor or assists you in any way.

“Thank the Lord for His goodness to you.”  (President Gordon B. Hinckley, New Era, January 2001, p. 4-15)

[Share Testimony]

Prayer

Devotional 2

Thanksgiving is “Giving Thanks”

Hymn

Scripture

“That ye contend no more against the Holy Ghost, 
but that ye receive it, and take upon you the name of Christ; 
that ye humble yourselves even to the dust, 
and worship God, in whatsoever place ye may be in, 
in spirit and in truth; and that ye live in thanksgiving daily, 
for the many mercies and blessings which he doth bestow upon you.”

– Alma 34:38

The Pilgrims, who we usually only casually remember each Thanksgiving, can teach us a great deal about gratitude. Did you know that during the first winter after their arrival on the Mayflower, forty-seven people died (nearly half of their original company)? Thirteen out of eighteen wives died, and there were only three families who were not touched by death. Yet, “through it all, their hearts remained soft towards God” (Peter Marshall and David Manuel, The Light and the Glory, p. 127). 

How well would you and I have done in those circumstances?

How can we demonstrate our gratitude for the heritage that they have left us?

[Share Testimony]

Prayer

Devotional 3

“Think to Thank”

Hymn

Scripture

“And they gave thanks to God, yea, 
all their men and all their women and all their children 
that could speak lifted their voices in the praises of their God.”
– Mosiah 24:22

A few years ago, President Thomas S. Monson entitled one of his General Conference talks “Think to Thank” (Ensign, November 1998, p. 18). How appropriate it is for us to take a few minutes to “think to thank” those individuals who make a difference in our lives.

Ponder, for a moment, how different your life would be without your parents, siblings, teachers, church leaders, friends, and the countless others who influence your life in so many positive ways. It only takes a minute or two to telephone, write a Thank You note, or send an email message. Please set aside those few minutes this week to thank some of the important people in your life.

[Share Testimony]

Prayer

