Deseret Alphabet Activity

On April 8, 1852, Brigham Young announced that the Board of Regents of the university of Deseret
was preparing a new method of writing English. The idea was to develop a sort of universal system,
especially so that foreign-language-speaking converts could learn to read English more easily. The
final version of the Deseret Alphabet utilized thirty-eight characters corresponding to sounds of

English. (Encyclopedia of Mormonism, Volume 1)
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long i (e as inmachine)
long e (e as in grey)
longa (aasinart)

long ah (au as inaught)
long o (0 as intone)
long 00 (00 as inmoo)
h (has in hurah)

pee (pasinpel)

bee (basinbee)

tee (tas inteach)

dee (das in Deseret)
chee (chas incheese)
i&e (jas inJohn)

kay (k as inkitten)
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shorti (iasinit)

shorté (e as in desert)
shorta (a as in cat)
shortah (o asincot)
short o (o as in woman)
shortoo (00 as in book)
gay {(gasingood)

ef (fas in France)

yee (¥ as invoice)

eth (th as in think)

thee (th as inthey)

es (sas insaid)

2ee (zas inzebra)

hd
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Wuw
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3s
Y
L
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Uu

ay (asineye)
ow (OW as in cow)
wu (was in wonder)

yee (yasinyou)

esh (sh as in short)
zhee (as in measure)
er (ras inride)

el (1as in letter)

em (m as in Macintosh)
en (nasinnice)

eng (ngas in sing)

Use the characters from the Deseret Alphabet to decipher the scripture mastery keywords below:

14 YU
hJUAG

1.
2.
3.
4.
S.
6. POTOIC
7.
8.
9.
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Deseret Alphabet Activity

ANSWER KEY:
1. ®JdA0T4a Godhead

2. 14 YU Tithing

3. hJdULAG Knowledge

4. 19€ JLWEG Pray Always

5. WAIL FG 80L6 Worth of Souls

6. POTOIB AGATOWIh Forgive Everyone

7. 841C YA 8@OT111496 Search the Scriptures
8. WF{L0 O061® Worthy Music

9. PA¥81 GtSKh First Vision
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